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Working with rats and pigs can be a challenge. 

Ever since my partner asked for help with her Lunar New Year cards in 2016, I’ve been lead copywriter 
for the holiday creative team. Cover images are shown below, with full cards on the slides that follow.
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2021 – Year of the Ox

What do you do with an ox? They 
aren’t immediately funny, their only 
pop-culture reference is a hundred-
year-old frontier story about logging, 
and how they get to be oxen isn’t a 
lot of fun for them. They plow and 
they work. Which isn’t flashy, but
hadn’t we had enough of that for a 
while? Then, I noticed something 
from every time I’d signed a letter 
with multiple Xs and Os…
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2020 – Year of the Rat

Except for NYC’s beloved Pizza 
Rat (respect), the only loveable 
rodents are under staggering 
amounts of copyright protection 
(hello Mickey, hello Templeton 
from Charlotte’s Web). No one 
likes a rat, which is where this 
homage to DBB’s Volkswagen 
ads from the 1960s begins.
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2019 – Year of the Pig

Pigs are (sometimes) adorable, 
but what do you say about being 
piggy that anyone really wants to 
hear? Eat up? Roll in your mud? 
Be tasty? We decided to keep it 
short and…
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2018 – Year of the Dog

Dogs are perfect and dogs are a 
handful. After all that 2017 was, 
the least we could ask of 2018 
was that it not make a mess 
when we weren’t looking.
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2017 – Year of the Rooster

After 2016, it wasn’t time to be 
chicken. It was time to be bold, 
maybe a little rude, but we had 
a point to get across.
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2016 – Year of the Monkey

Not that we take any blame for 
2016, but we had no idea what 
we were getting into when we 
suggested this to everyone.
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